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REFORM IS NEEDED

In the Grganic Law of the
State of Indianasa,

Is the Opinion of the Hon.
John T. Beasley.

He Gives Good Reasons for
His Beliel.

MANY OTHER OPINIONS.

A Number Believe Amend-
ments Will Suffics,

WAnd That General Reconstruc-
tion Is Unnecessary,

W hile Others Faar the Result

of a Convention.

Distinguished Citizens of the Starte

Dizcuss the Question of a Constitu-
tional Convention in All its Bearvings
—A General Fe ling thatthe Powers
of the Couris Should e More Clear-
tinn
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I would have created a board of pardons
and paroles, 1o consist of the govervor.the
luled officer of the stats board of charitios,
sl the wardens of the two prisons. This
bosrd o be given power, under proper re-
striciiona to be provided by law, to grant
parcies of prisoners during good behavior,
and to grant absolute pardons in proper
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the anirit of our
bil of rights, that “the penal code shall
be lounded on the principies of rolormas
tinn, and not of viadictive jugtice.”

In my opinion provision sbould be
m de for the axation of the gross or net
earnings and franchises of corporations or
their tangible properiv, or botl, at ths
option of the legislsture. While, in my
opinion, under our present tax laws, as
now adminisieréd, we are making the cor-
porationg bear their share of the burdens
ol taxation letter than the siates that
have adopied the method of taxing earn-
inga snd iranchises solely, with the weil
known taci ities of corporationa for digenv-
g methods of escaping taxation, I think
we would do wisely to adopt the plaw of
the old coiored man, and prepare to “‘catch
them a-comuin’ or a-goin’."

Provision stould. in my opinion, be
mads for registration of voters in line
with the spirit tor reforn and purity in
the exercise of the electoral franchise,
which has recantiy taken shape in our ad-

) slection laws,
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l encraflted on our new conatitution, shonld ' doubts if & convention would favorably

| one be adopted. Whatever steps may be
taken locking to this end. howevershounld
be taken only after {ull, free and thorongh

SENTINEL cannot be
mended for its patriotic effort to bring
these desirable rosu ts about.

Sullivan, Dee. 26,  Jonx T. Beasvey.

C. H. REEVE,

No Convention but a Good Many Amend-
ments,

To rre Eprror—Sir: In replying to
your circular letter 1 shall not be briel, as
requested; but you can run over as much
or ps little of it a8 you may feel disposed.
My linpressions have npot been favorable
| to a coostitutional convention, for the
! reason that [ believe in as little
as possible in established laws, especially
fundemental ones. Tt has taken a quarter
oi & century to settle a pew constitution
and the statutes made in pursuance of it,
#o the courts, the iegislature and the peo-
ple can know what to rely on as being
sottled law,

With change of social and commercial
conditions in the progress of ecivilization,
| modifications of constitutional and statn-
| tory epmclinents become necessary from
| time to time, but thers should be as little

change as 18 possible—only enongh to

{ make the law accomplish
chinnge i required by ehanged conditions,
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powera and limitations as are deemed
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| the governor and constituting & board
of nardons con-igting of the stats bourd
of charities and correction, the prison
board aad the governor,
9 Fxtending the time of legislative
gessions—hoth general and soecial,
Limiting the graniing poerate
franchiges: prohibiting organization of su-
bordinate and auxilisry corporationsg nn-
| dar anv corporste organizgstion: limiting
the powerg and term and the Ludiness to
the obhiects specified In the charter, and
making stockholdarse liab.e ior the cor-
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3. Definitely fixing the jurisdiction of
tha conrts in relation to elections and
election relurns, and especially as o mein-
bers of the legiglature, where each house

appropria-
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is the juidyge of the qualitications and elec- |

tion of the membore.

9. Requiring laws o 8o provide that ir-
recalarities or miscondact eleciion
officers shall not operate
the voters of the precinet or
alfocted,

P'ersonally I would favor provisiona:

.. Making ti elective iranchise de-
pendent npon aetnal and proper use of it
Neglect to nse 1t without iawful excusea or
abuse of it by oflering or accept.ng & bribe

he right o it

h, Limiting the -eleclive franchise to
netual cltizens,
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locaulity

all property, except
) |

| public properiy, to taxation, no matter |

whom owned or for what purpose used
Probhilntng loeal legisiation ab-
sointely, by any kind of subterfuge or pro-
vision,
Making certificate of a ecourt, after
examination of applicant, necessary to ad-

mis-ion to the bar to practice law asan |

atiorney,

7. Making any competant person in
the state eligibin to a ju-'.h':d! ollice in any
circeuit or distniet, without regard to his
p ace of residence in the state

Prohibiting enabling or
ftatutes execept in casea whera the act
dJone would have been lexal if rightly
done, and is voudable only for irreguluricy,
And especinliy, acts to make that legal
which had no legal existence at the time,

curative

gurelien,

A. Masking the right to parsonal libae-
ty dependent on abslentiun from crime
and disturbance of pablic order; and once

order on proof that the otlender is re-
formed and fit to be trusted on parole,
made by the board of pardona.

Re-}'r.rim.! prosecuting atlorneva to
be aworn =3 to  prosecutions as the grand
jurore are as to presentments; o prose-
cuta none through hatred, envy, ma jce or
ilibwill, nor leave any unprosccatsd
through fear, fevor, sffection, reward, ar
the hops of it, nor merely to convict; but
to discover the truth as to the guilt or in-
nocence of the accused, that the law mey
accomplish justice,

j. Giving courta powsr and making it
a duly in critninal trisls to inquire into
the personaiity of the m-m:wl\—-lns ca-
pacity, knowledge. environment and ante-
codents—with & view to determining the
capacity of the accused, the character of
his motives, and the proper disposition of
him in prison if convicied,

£ Giving courts power te commit to
prison on indeterminate sentence ; subject
to parole or digeharge of tnie conviel on
recommendation ol the prison board or
board of pardona.

I, Prohibiting the death penalty,

m. Authorizing the establishment of o
system of prisons—reiormatory, interme-

iate and incorrigible.
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SHEE L ara notin fact reaponsible for the canses

and sete {or the relie! of defauliers or their |

forfeited, to he reatored only by judicisl |

| consider any I have mentioned or might

mention. The aniversal cowardice before
the desire for the emigrant unnaturalized
vols and the nniversal liberty construed
to mean unrestrained license of the many
irresponsibles having a vote, otfers little en-
couragement to those who would philoso-
phically consider the uses and enda of lib-
erty and patriotically extend them only so
far as thev are congistent with order and
the preservation of even-handed justice,

C. H. Reeve,
Plymouth, Dee, 30,
JAMES H. WILLARD.,

In Favor of n Convention That Woula
Modernize the Fundamensal Law,

To e Emtor—Sir: Responding to
your letter of the 22d inst,, 1 will saay that
I favor the calling of a constilutional con-
vention.

It is true that somo years since a demo-
cratic convention inseried a plank in the
state platiorm of the party opposing such a
convention, but the reasons which at that
time l=d to the opposition to the idea no
longer have force.

It is now forly yvears gince our present
con-titution was adopted and manv of the
impelling forces of our present civilization
were not thew in extended operation, and
in addition to this the pooulation of the
state has guintupled. Railronds, tele-
graphs, telephiones, electric plants, build-

_ | ing stone quarry companies, coal miunes
justice, whers |

aund natura: gns wella were theo eithier un-
known or limited in use throughout the
stats, Tuenew in developmentrequires the
new in government, new physical forces,
new rules of action. The coustitution of

| 1852 fitted admieably conditions then ex-

wiing, but is certainly inadequate to those
which now confront us,
The supreme power of the body politic

| over corporations should be more stiictly

defined ; this not only for the safety of in-
veated capital, but for the saf~ty of the
people against the encroachu.ents of ¢or-
Certain combinations of
capital known 88 “irasis,” created for the
impoverishment of the peopie, should be
absolutey prohibited by the suprems law,
and this prohibltive elayse shonld be an
ciear as 1o he incapable of misconstruction
by any court.

The “poiece power of the state,” a new
departurs in the legal theory of adminis-
tratinn, shoald (8. ﬂ'i""i‘]:‘}:'j v detinad B0
that its li'nits would be certainly known
in some other way than by the decisions
ol couris of iast resort, The taxing power
of the state shoud be more exact in its
i and pew powers snouid be con-
ferred io Lhis regerd to reach thosa who
now escuape the burdens of taxation, Tha
amount ol indeblednsss which municipal
corporations may assume stiouid probably
in soine cases be increased sbove the pres-
ent conatitntions: itmit,
powsr of the legisiatura
matler of apportionments shoua'd
gibile, be hxed 'i(‘.-:i_s
The vast array of judicia: decisions as

the limits of cons<uitalional power
shou'd be incorporat«d in the constitution
itecli 80 as to place the adjudicated law
bevand further dispute

Ihesepre some of the reasons which
lead me Lo believe that the tiwe has ar-
rived for the caling of a con-titutionsal
Tue limit of time of such

mn

in tha
lf poa-
an:d bevond doubt,

he

o

long encugh o give the fullest opporiu-
consideration of the
new constitution, so that when finished it
will be an honor and glory to  the state, a
constitution which f{or many vears shail
be regarded as the periection of the theory
defived by a peo-
nl.
zution. Very sincerely voura.

Javes H, Wirnann.,
Bedford, Dec, 26.

THE HON. R. C. BELL.

A Convention Neither Desirable Nor
visnble,

To e Enttor—Sir: 1 do not deem it
either desirable or advizalile to call a con-
stitutional convention at the present time,
It 18 nol necessary.

Ad-

Our constitution pro-
vides a simple, suificient and inexpensive
means for its own amendment without re-
sort to tha large expense of a convention,
and often
fuirl of and adoption,

should approval

(lur people are neither in the moo! nor |

condition to incur such large expsn=sa,

I know of no gieativ neaded reform in
which
ia being clamored for by the lLody of our
puonle Its present provisions have
been so often construed Ly our eourts thut
meaning 183 well pettied., Settled
salety and the sense of salely are worth a
greal denl, i

Berides, this in mvy opinion, ia nota
propitions time forchgneing and remold-
ing our organic law, There is too great a
feeling of unrest abroad in tha land.
There ia much dispatisfaciion in
some direetions with the arder of things,
which shon'd not be changed and wineh

top

of this dissatisfaction. Much of thia, in
my opinion, is justly chargeable to the
present unjnst avetem of {sderal taxation.
Yeu this fesling could hardlv be prevented
from giviog an unjust aod nafair coloring
to the work o! & eonvention,

Better “bhear the ills we have than

| fiy to others we know not of.”

R. C. Beur.
Fort Wayne, Dac, 27,

D. D. HELLER.

A TenYear Term ANeeded for Bnpreme
Cuurt Judges,

To e Enmror—Sir: Your faver of re-
cent date asking my views aa to the ad-
visability of holding a_constitational con-
vention, ete., i3 at hand, 1 do not feel
fully preosred to advise the holding of
guch A convention, In the first place it
would be very expensive to the state, and
in the second place we have a very good
constitution, 1 coniess that it might be
reformed in several reanects, but conld not
sav that the reformations and changes
would justify the expense,

Ii a conatitational convention ahonld be
held there are ssveral changee | would be
gind to see made, but wiil only suggest one
at this time, namelv: That the sunremns
judges be e'ected for ten years {netead of
six, and that one of the sard judges be
elected every two years Thatifone of the
judges snond die, resign or be removad,
the vacancy for his anexpired time (and
not until the next generai ele tion) shonld
be filled by appointment by the governor of

‘lakes an every-day convenience of an
jd-time luxury. Pure and wholesome.
‘repared with scrupulous care, Highest
rward atall Pure Food Expositions. Each
ackage makes two large pies. Avoid
aitations— and insist on having the
NONE SUCH brand.
AERRELL & SOULE, Syracuse. N, Y,

«in the front rank of edvancing civili- |

l a competent and gualified attorney of the 1

same politics of the judge whose office

was made vacant, Of course in the first

election after engrafting such a provision
| in the constitution the judges would have

to be elected as follows. to-wit: One lor

two vears, one for four years, ooe forsix
| years, one for eight years, and one for ten
vears, and after that elect one each two
years,

Many good reasons suggest themselves
in support of this change:

1. 'i"no sapreme judwes should be placed
as far away from politica' fichte, broils and
contentions & it is reasonably possibie
to do.

2, Ten years would be as lone as many
of the persons elected as supreme judges
wonld cars to serve,

5. In m ten-vears’ term the last four
years of service, by resson of exp-rience
and acquaintance with the business,
would be of more real value to the people
than the first six years.

4. 1f the people sh:ould ses fit 1o re-elect
a judge for a second ten-yeara' term, then
the isct of his having had ten vears' ex-
periencs would make his d-cisions the
mora valuoable and wond make him the
better qualified to fil1 the position,

5. With this mode of election we would
not be ego likeiy to bhave at anv omne tine
the majority of the court composed of in-
experienced judges, but the reverse would
most likely be true at all times.

. Our supreme court decisions would
not be =0 apt to get away from the old
landinarks and fro'n the long and well-es-
tablished rules oi law and pracuice,

Diderent lawvers have dillerent notions
about what the law ounght to be, and
where there is an almost constant change
of judees there is alimost a constant op-
portunity for an incoming judge to have
the law deciared in sccordance with his
notion of what it ought to be, and thas
the opportunity is offered and the ten-
dency 18 to get away from precedent and
from established law. D. D. HevLER,

Portland, Dec. 26,

JUDGE DAILEY

Does Not Think a Couvention Would DBe
: Advisable,

To e Enitor—Sir: Iam not favorably

impressed with the propriety of ho!ding
guch a convention at this time. It is true
that our present constitution (sioce slight-
Iy nmende i) took efect oa Now. 1, 1831,
when Indisna was camparatively an insig-
nificant stale and thatishe has since grown
to immensa proportions, bat the framers
of that instrument buildsd for the futurs
and mada provisions for the wants and
necessities of the people for many vears
to come. It seems t0 me that we have
enongh organic law, and the callingol a
naw convention conld result in little good,
[t would be quile an expensive venture,
anid at a time. too, when the state is con-
silerality burdened with debt, It is quite
furtunate that art. 16, sec. 2 of
this instrument provides a cheaper meth-
od ol changiog 1ts provisions, This sec-
ion reada: **Any amendment or amend-
ments to this econstitution mayv be pro-
posed in either branch of the geieral as-
sewbly; and if tha same bs agreed to by a
majorily of the memoera eleeted 1o the
two hiouses, such proposed amendim=nt or
amendments shall, with the veas and navs
theraon, Le entered on their jonrna's, and
referred 1o the general assembiv to be
chosen at the nex: general election ; and
if, in the next general assemb y so next
chosen, such proposed amendment or
amendments shall be agreed to by a ma-
jority of the m=mbhers elected to esch
house, then it shall be the dutv
of the general assembly to sub-
mit such amendment or amend
ments to the electors of the stata:
and if a majority of the electorsshall ratify
the same sunch amendment or amend-
ments shall become & pari of this constiin-
tion.” As much deiiberation and consid-
eratinn wouald attend this wlan as the
imore ecnmberaome and expenasive plan of
a conetitutional convention,

I wonld echange ssc. 152 of art. A
80 a8 to muake the terin of every county
officer lour years, and make snch officer
| eilgible four vears inany peri d of eight
vears, [ would alsochange sec, 162 of
art, 7 so that the supreme court may
consiat of not less than nine nor mora
than thirteen jndges, A majority of whom
ghall form a gquoram, after which it would
be economy to abolish the appeliate
conrt Joserit DALy,

Bluffton, Dee. 26.

8. M, RALSTON.

Favors a Convention and Suggests Needed

lleforms,

To ane Epiror—Sir: The present con-
stitution is not equal in ecope and com-
prehension to the epirit of the times,
Withont submitting an argument in sup-
port of my views, 1 am in favor of a con-
gtitutional convention,

Amonyg some of the provisions of A new
constitution I would suggest the following,
to-wit:

1, Vest the legislative authority of the
atate in A general assembly, which ehall
congist of a eenate and a house ol repre-
sentatives. Divide the state for pen-
atorial purposes into fiity permanent dis-
tricts and give toeach district one seaator,
Make the house of representatives to con-
eist of one repressuistive from each
county, provided that anv connty con-
taining & city of ons hundred thousand, or
more inhabitants, shal be entitled to two
represeniatives,

2. Make the term of all stateand county
oflices four years, and disqualifv all per-
sons from holding the same offics more
than four years in aoy period of eight
yoars,

3. Provide for nenecial election at which
to select the judiciary of the mate,

4. All impaachiment procsedingas should
be instituted before and tried by the su-
preme court, excapt proceedings to im-
peach 8 judigs of thesupreme court, which
should be begun and tried as is provided
for in the present constitntieon, and in all
cases as ons of the causes therelor wmake
incompetency a ground for impeachment.
Yours, very truiy, S. M. Ravsrox,

Lebanon, Ind,, Dec. 24, 1802

W, C. DUNCAN.

Changes Are Needed But Not a Constitu-
tional Convention,

To e Eprron—Sir: Yours of recent
da'e relating to the propriety and neces-
sity of hoiding a econstitutional conven-

tion was duly received and in reply will
gay that in my judgment there exists no
sufficient emergency for changes in the

state constitution as would warrant the
cailing of such a convention.

Admitting that there are some changes
now proper and perhaps nccessary to be

made ia the organic laws of the state,
thersa are none of such imperative or im-
mediate necessity that it may not well
be trusted to the slower but very sufe
method of presenting them to the legiala-
ture of the state and through them to the
people for ratification,

It sevmns weli scttled that the present
nunmber of supreme judges, as allowed by
our constitution, is insutficient to transact
the increasing volume of business before
that body.

The terms of all state and county
officers should be made of uuiform dura-
tion of four years and the incumbent
limited to & sinule term.

Thess and even others can be accom-
lished through the legisature without
neureing the vast expense of electing and

assembling the members of a constitu-
tional convention, with the incident dan-
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There is no other eneyeclope:
'ty years behind the time
some of them issue supplements, but these are

In other words all the

iITANNICA is revised up
lia p 10lishe 1 that

that
separat

encvelonndlas exeentine tho

REVISED ENCYCLOPEDIA BRITANNICA are old, out of date, and to get the latest facts, statisties, ete.,
you must bay another set of books called “*Supplements™ or “Annuals,”
The REVISED ENCYCLOPEDIA BRITANNICA is complete and contains tha latest statiatics, dis-

coveries, inventions, ete.

It is the best Encyclopedia for the people of America, bacause it treats of all mat-

ters perluinin*_'; to America, from the American standpoint, and gives late information on all r-t‘-”‘*i-‘f'}-“

HERE IS YOUR OPPORTUNITY.
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On recoipt of only One Doliar we will forward to yon, charges prepaid, the entire set of twenty volumes, the

remaining $9.00 to be paid atthe rate of Ten Cents a Day (to be remitted morthly). A beantiful dime savings

bank will be sent with the books, in which the dime may be deposited each day.

Cu' This Outand Send to THE INDIANA STATE SENTINE..

THE INDIANA STATE SENTINEL:

Please deliver tome the entire set of 20 volumes of Revised Ency-
clopedia DBritannica, as above deseribed, together with vour Dime
Savings Bank, for which I inclose One Dollar, and further agreo to
remit 10 cents a day (remitting the same monthly) until the remain-

ing $9.00 is fully paid.

Name

Postoffice

County

State

This edition 13 printed from

new, large type on a fine gquality of

paper, and is strongly bound in
heavy manilla paper covers, which
with proper care will last a lifetime.
Bear in mind that the entire 20 vol-
umes are delivered to your address,
with a!l charges paid to any part of
the United Mexico and

Canada.

States,

This is a special offor made to
the of THHE INDIANA
STATE SENTINEL, and will re-

main open for a limited *ime oaly,

readers

ger of general tampering with our orzanie

law and unsettling the decisions of our

courts hased npon It W. C Duscas.
Columbus, Dec. 21,

THE HON, T. B. BUSKIEK,

A Convention Needed at Once—Neocessary
Reforms.

Ta e Epiror—Si»: 1 amn of the opin.

jon that we ought to have a consatitutionsl
convention at an early day. Among the

direct vote of the people; fixing the terms

of office of county officers, to be in all

cases four years, followed by ineligibility

of the occupant for, at least, a like pericd; |
the langthening of the tarm of prosecut-

ing altorneys to gix yvears, samo as the
judges, and an increase in the nuwber of

our supreme judees commensurate with | _
‘(?I‘Hnlhg "
| rich in natural

the bhusiness heiore l.l'lli eourt. .
But ior the eonfusion of records, titles

ate., that would naturally foliow, | thiuk' |

for reasons that must be apparent to resi-
dente of small counties, and, in many in-

stances to those of large onwes, there ought |
to be a redivieion of the siate into coun- !

ties, Turomas B, Bussiuk,
Paoli, Dec. 24.

SENATOR KOPELKE,

There Is No Need of a Constitntional Con-
vention,

To e Epirorn—Sir: There is no peed
of a constitutional eonvention, The de-
fects that the present constitution may
have ehown are not of such moment as to
justify us in going to the extent of a re-

vision at this time, and 1n the present
Mmﬂhdmm It is not

! tional convention,

g0 mach new consti'utions or laws that the

people need as & proper application of the |

existing onea
The chiief object of the democrats, that
are entrust<d with power for the time bhe-
ing, should be to lighten the burdens of
the peop e rather than to engage upon
any financial reform. J, Korerke,
Crown Point, Dec. 24.

HIRAM BROWNLEE,

| The State Has Changed Sinoce the Lust Con-
needed reforma that present themselives !

to my mind just now are the foliowing: |
The election of U, 8. eesnators by the |

vention,

To e Eprror—Sir: A convention com- |

posed of men chosen and fitted for the
place, in my judemeant, could remodel and
improve our constitution as it now stands,
1 would favor a convention, if its mem-
bers can be chosen of the materia! fittea
for the underteking. Our character as a

state hna eotirey chungedl sines our last
convention. Wae were

{ gtate only then, and now we are fast be-
manufacturing state, and are |

respources. Our changed
condition sad our changed ]llﬂ"{n_.-n.q_l
think, oifer manv reasona for a constitu-
Hirax BrowsNLEez,

Marion, Dee. 23.

EPH MARSH

Opposed to a Convention bat Iin Favor of
Amonidlments.

To tae Evttor--Sir: I am opposed toa
constitutional convention for the reazon
that the present conatitution will and
has met the requirements of the people,
and while thers ehould be some amend
ments, it can be done in the manner pro-
vided by the constitution. 1 am in favor
of an amendment to the constitution pro-

an agricnitural |

opinion of the supreme court holding the
act of 1841 providing lor registral:on an-
constitutional,

Greeulield, Ind., Dea 20,

+ A 2 e
L.ra dagsil

Sepntor Darreil Dpposes,

—Sir: Our present con-

To Tne Eprror
gtitution ia sulliciently liberal in allowing
amendments 1o meoat ths present needs or
demands for amendmen=s. and I am,
thereiore, of the opinion that there i no
necessity {or a consuilulional convention,
J. M. BasrerT.

Fort Wayne, Dec. 26,

Fasn't Given [t Thought.
To e Enitor—Sir: While | think we
need amendments to our constitntioa I
have not given the subject sullicient con-

| sideration to give an expression upon the

advieabtiity of holoing & consticutional
convention Witniaxn Jonssros,
Valparaiso, Dec. 26,

The Most Pleasant Way

Of preventing the grippe, colds, head.
aches, and fevers is to use the im_u‘d iax-
ative remedy, Syrup of Figs. whenevar
the systein needs a gentle yet eflective
cieersing. To be benclited one most get
the trae remedy manufacturad by the
California Fig Syrup Co. oniy. For sale
by all druggists in Slc and 51 bottiea,

“Mrs, Winslow*s Soothing Syrop™

has heen nsedover Filty Years by millions
of mothera for their chiildren whi.e Teeth-
ing, with perfect success. It soothes the
child, soltens the Gams, aliaye Pain, cures
Wind Colie, regulates the boweis, and is
the beat remedy for Diarrbea whether
arising from tecthing or other cansas,
For sale by Drugeists in every part of the

viding for the registration of voters that = world. Ke sure snd ask for Mre. Wine-
will meet the requirements of the recent low's Scothing Syrap. 25¢ a bottle,




